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King Vikramaditya of Ujjaini had agreed to 
assist an exacting ascetic at certain midnight 
rituals of magic and necromancy. As a part of 
this, he had to fetch a veta/a (a spirit or demon 
found -usually inhabiting a corpse), ee 
strict silence all the while. 


The gruesome task aiso turned out to be an ex- 
tremely difficult one. The veta/a turned out to 
be a story-teller who demanded an answer to 
riddles he posed at the end of every story. If the 
king kept silent, knowing the answer, the veta/a 
‘would break his head into a thousand pieces. 
If he spoke, the veta/a would fly back to 
his tree. 


How Vikramaditya patiently answered the 
questions ant ‘how he ultimately won the favour 
of that very veta/a go to make up the twenty- 
five stories of the Veta/a Panchavimshati, many 
of which we will be presenting in our CHATU- 
RANG KATHA series. 


These stories were originally written in Sanskrit 
some time between the eleventh and thirteenth 
centuries. 
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IF HE DID THE 


\ ie AT THE END OF IT! WILL 
FLY BACE.TO aa ; 
pe ee A k PEE ASK YOU A QUESTION. IF 
, : KNOWING THE ANSWER 


| WILL BREAK YOUR. 
HEAD INTO A 
THOUSAND PIECES. 


A GHOST OR DEMON THAT USUALLY INHABITS A CORPSE | 
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“PRINCE MUKUTA~SHEKHARA OF VARANAS! WAS OUT ON A HUNT ONE DAY. 
HE WAS ACC OMPANIED BY HIS CLOSE COMPANION, THE MINISTER’S SON. 


es 


2 Boake ils nes ie 


Bee 

SUDDENLY, IN A CLEARING IN THE JUNGLE THEY CAME. UPON A TANK. 
2 E we 

pay ee 


2 id 


REFRESH OUR- 
SELVES AND WORSHIP 
AT THE TEMPLE. 


HANDS AND FEET... 


aiag, ane Sif Bereta ec, eae 
—— eye Ses 


See PADMAVATI — 
WHILE THEY WERE 1N THE TEMPLE A PRINCESS AND HER RETINUE CAME 
7O A HALT ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE. “wr 
7 COY))) 
HOW BEAUTIFUL AND \/ . Za 
PEACEFUL THIS PLACE 15! \WYa 
| NOT A SOUL IN SIGHT. WE 
WILL REST HERE FOR A 


[AS THEY RELAXED UNDER THE TREES THE PRINCESS SUDDENLY CALLED 
| HER MAIDS. (EE ees 


THE MAID PICKED 

THE FLOWER AND 

FIXED IT BEHIND 
THE EAR OF THE 
PRINCESS. 


CHATURANC 


PLACED IT UNDER 
“HER FOOT. = 


WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL. 
GIRL! WHO 

COULD 

SHE BE? 


Ped eee ea eee 


Zrnaanal WAT io THE 
ee MEANING OF 


COME, ~~ : 

MY GIRLS. | Seep HER STRANGE 

WE ARE LATE Oo SEHAVIOUR? WAS 
OMY SHE TRYING 


WE WILL NOW € [f° 2)\ AX |) saekh aay TO TELL ME 


RESUME OUR ie 2 
JOURNEY LI\“= AIA) SOMeTHINe! 
HOMEWARDS. /ga , =e es 

: : 2 —. —<— 


WHEN THEY HAD @ 
TEMPLE . 


SHE HAS 
GONE ! SHE HAS 
STOLEN MY HEART 
AND | DON’T EVEN 
KNOW WHO SHE IS. 


THE MosT 


GONE ? BEAUTIFUL. 


MAIDEN ON 
Wow EARTH. IF 
9) I | CANNOT 
MARRY HER, 


U Ny | DON’T WANT 
B), TO LIVE. 


S, 


“a 


WELL;NOTHING 
| CAN BE GAINED BY 
STANDING HERE. 
LET US RETURN 
» HOME AND SEE 


DID SHE MAKE ANY - 

SIGNS © WAS THERE 

ANYTHING OUT OF 

THE WAY THAT SHE 
DID © 


os 


THAT EXPLAINS 
EVERYTHING. BY 

REMOVING THE LOTUS 
FROM BEHIND HER EAR, 
CKARNA) AND Z 
BITING IT WITH HER TEETH, 
(DANTA) SHE 

MEANT TO LET YOU KNOW 
THAT- SHE WAS THE 
DAUGHTER OF KING 
DANTAVAT OF 
KARNATAKA... 


CHATURANG KATHA 


’ DID SHE SAY 


ANYTHING TO 


AY 


..AND BY PLACING THE LOTUS, Wo] | WHY DID SHE \ TO LET YOU KNOW 
THAT 15 PADMA,UNDER HER | PRESS ITTO | THAT YOU DWELL IN 
FOOT SHE INDICATED THAT a HER HEART? / HER HEART, MEANING 


HER. NAME WAS : SHE LOVES YOU. 
PADMAVATI. 


| WILL.6O AND EQUIP 
YOURSELF WITH 
; ARMS AND JEWELS. 
WHERE |S SHE : aS Oe WE WILL LEAVE 
NOW? WILL YOU | co, THIS VERN DAY. 
TAKE ME TO : 
HER? © 


LET US RIDE INTO 
THE CITY.WE CAN 
MAKE DISCREET 

ENQUIRIES THERE. 


* THAT OLD 
WOMAN WOULD BE 


THE IDEAL PERSON TO 
QUESTION .OLD WOMEN /] 
LOVE TO TALK. /£ 


THEY SEEM TO BE OF 
HELP US FIND SOME NOBLE BIRTH AND | WILL 
- LODGINGS? WE ARE HAVE SOMEONE TO TALK 
» STRANGERS TO THIS | A TO.1 WILL OFFER THEM 
STs Al MY OWN HOME. 


MY HOME 
IS OPEN TO YOu, 
MY SONS. YOU 
MAY STAY WITH 
ME AS LONG 
AS YOU 
WISH. 


PADMAVATI : 9 
WHEN THEY WERE RESTED AND: REFRESHED THE QLD | 
WOMAN STOOD AT THE DOOR OF THE ROOM SHE HAD — 
GIVEN THEM, ee ae Sr ee 


5EE ' | TOLD YOU 
SHE WOULD COME! 


| HOPE YOU ARE 
COMFORTABLE . 


WE ARE,MOTHER.COME. SIT DOWN .TELL 
US ALL ABOUT YOURSELF. WHAT DO YOU 
7 DO FORALIVING 
APART FROM 
SPINNING © 


) > 


Wy 
1 


| USED TO BE 
7 PRINCESS 
PADMAVATI’S NURSE. 
NOW SHE DOES NOT 
| NEED ME ANY LONGER. 
=\ | AM TOO OLD. | GO TO 
SEE HER ONCE 
A DAN, 
THOUGH. 


THE OLD WOMAN MADE HERSELF COMFORTABLE . THEN - q 


| 


MUKUTA-SHEKHMARA COULD 
HARDLY BELIEVE HIS GOOD 


MOTHER! WHEN 
YOU ©O 
TOMORROW 

y WILL YOU TAKE 

Bm A MESSAGE 


FROM ME 
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= 


WILL YOU, 
MOTHER ? THEN 
JTELL HER THIS: 

THE PRINCE YOU 
SAW ATTHE 
TANK. 15 HERE. 


HE IS 
WORTHY OF 
YOU IN 
EVERY 
WAY... 


WHY WAIT TILL 
TOMORROW? COME , 
GIVE ME YOUR 
_ MESSAGE..1 WILL 

Rh, TAKE IT. TO 
S\ HER RIGNT 


me’ WERE YOU 
Mm ASKED FOR 
YOUR. 
OPINION? 


PADMAVATI 11 
THEN, PRETENDING TO BE ANGRY, PADMAVAT! SLAPPED | | | HAVE NEVER SEEN 


THE OLD WOMAN WITH BOTH HER HANDS. = —‘||_ | HER. BEHAVE LIKE 
: Sy i ee THIS. WELL , IF SHE 
GO AWAY.DON’T _| DOES NOT WANT TO 


EVER LET ME SEE }; | || MARRY THE PRINCE 


YOU AGAIN. WHY SHOULD 


[THE OLD WOMAN HOBBLED BACK TO MUKUTA-SHEKHARA AND TOLD Him — | 
ALL. THE DEJECTED PRINCE TURNED TO HIS COMPANION. 


QUITE THE 
YOUR. CONTRARY. YOU HAVE 
INTERPRETATION NOT UNDERSTOOD. 
PROVES TO ! 
HAVE BEEN <4! OF Wwe Vey 
WRONG. <i | hk YT WW 
Le : sy -\\\ ! 
SN 
A\//fm 
hs)» 
Yt, WW 
Wi : 
ita NN 
BY SLAPPING THE OLD ‘ Bm OZ / OF COURSE, THAT’S 
WOMAN’S FACE. WITH 4 ) WHAT SHE MEANT! 


ALL TEN FINGERS ‘Geet NOU ARE CLEVER, 


SHE MEANT TO SAY ff | Wy, MY SON. 
THAT SHE WOULD bof eae 
MEET YOU TEN | i), \_ (ae J | ALWAYS 


DAYS HENCE. KNEW SHE 


4 _ WAS A DEEP 


MOTHER, PRINCESS 
PADMAVATI HAS 
PROMISED TO SEE 
ME TODAY.WILL YOU 
FIND OUT WHEN AND 


WHERE ! SHOULD 
MEET HER. 


WILL YOU NEVER. 
LEAVE ME ALONE ? 
COME. HERE. 


NOW | WILL 
NOT GO TO 
HER. EVEN IF 
YOU BES ME 
ON YOUR. 
KNEES. 
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OUT WITH 

YOu ! DON’T you 
DARE SHOW ME 
YOUR. FACE. 


| WILL 
©O0 THIS 
VERY 
MOMENT, 
SON. 


THIS TIME THERE 
COULD BE NO 
IMPLIED MEANIN@ 
IN WHAT SHE DID 
AND SAID. 


GOOD LUCK, 
MY PRINCE. 


PADMAVATI 
YOU ARE WRONG. 
IT’S SIMPLE. SHE 
WANTS YOU TO GO 
TO HER. TONIGHT 
THROUGH THAT 
SAME WICKET 
@ATE.. 


COME MY 
BELOVED, 
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FPADMAVAT( LED MUKUTA-SHEKHARA TO HER. 
FALACE AND (NTO HER ROOMS. 


| HAVE 
NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHIN© 
LIKE THIS 
BEFORE. 


YOU ARE NOW 


MY OWN 
HUSBAND. 


PADMAVATI _ 
5 NO.LET 
pia a. fe US STAY 
PADMAVATI,! HAVE f : & } 11 HERE .MY 
STAYED HERE \ |] a 

LONG ENOUGH. 

COME,LET US : { Ga 

RETURN TO ( : A ¥ a. WITHOUT 
MY KINGDOM. - at ae | —— ME. 


MUKUTA-SHEKHARA LET THE — MONTH LATER. HE TRIED 
MATTER REST FOR A . Ivey ; : os 


WELL .V’LL INDULGE. | | PADMAVATI, 
HER. FOR A FEW | MUST 
MORE DAYS. RETURN TO 
GRADUALLY,SHE| | MY KINGDOM, 
WILL GIVE IN. COME. ,LET 
US LEAVE 
TODAY. 


NOT YET, 
PRINCE. 
| GIVE, ME 
A FEW 
DAYS MORE. 


TIS WELL OVER. 
A MONTH NOw. 
AND YET MY LOVE 
HOLDS ME 


16 
THAT EVENING — 


IT IS BAD ENOUGH 
BEING AWAY FROM 

MY HOME AND 
PEOPLE .BUT TO BE 
AWAY FROM MY 
COMPANION FOR. 5O 
LONG! WHAT MUST HE 
BE THINKING OF ME ? 
IS HE ALL RIGHT? 
HOW DO | KNOW? 


\ 


DEAR PRINCE, | gf. 
WHY ARE /Fes : IS DEARER TO ME 
YOu SO . | THAN LIFE ITSELF. IN 
DEVECTED? J as li FACT, IT WAS HE WHO 
\ . EXPLAINED YOUR. 
SECRET LANGUAGE 
TO ME.| LONG TO 


PADMAVATI WAS 
SEIZED BY A 
FIT OF DEEP 
JEALOUSY. 


IN SPITE OF ALL 9 
MY ATTENTIONS IT 
IS HIS FRIEND THAT 
HE LONGS FOR..WELL, 4& 
PM LUCKY THAT 
| KNOW HOW TO 
DEAL WITH 
5UCH A | _ 
SITUATION. rm : 


2 PADMAVATI 7 
SHE WENT AND SAT NEAR MUKUTA-SHEKHARA. \( NY MIND TOO WILL BE 
AT EASE.FOR BEFORE 
YOU RETURN, YOUR 


FRIEND WILL BE 


DEAR ONE. ,AS LONG AS YOUR 
HEART PINES FOR YOUR FRIEND 
YOU CAN NEVER BE HAPPY 
HERE.! WILL HAVE SOME SPECIAL 
SWEETS MADE AND SENT TO HIM. 
MEANWHILE GO AND SEE 
HiM,COMFORT HIM AND 
| COME BACK TO ME WITH 
YOUR. MIND AT EASE. 


saceo, 


-|...AND EMBRACED HIS ASTONISHED 


/ 
COMTAINION, WELL! WELL! WELL! AT 
LON@ LAST! IS ALL 


HE WENT .6TRAIGHT INTO 
THE ROOM... 


IT COULDN’T BE 
BETTER.| HAVE 
A LOT TO TELL 
You. 


WELL NOW! WHO 
COULD HAVE 
SENT THESE & 


COME, EAT SOME OF 
THE SWEETS AS 4 
WE TALK! 


BUT HIS FRIEND REACTED STRANGELY. — 


IT IS PADMAVATI, SHE HAS 
HAD THEM SPECIALLY . 
MADE FOR YOu. 


WHAT DO 
YOU 
MEAN 2 


O PRINCE, tT WAS NOT 
WISE OF YOU TO TALK 
TO PADMAVAT!| ABOUT 

ME .IN HER JEALOUSY 


SHE HAS PLANNED TO 


GET RID OF 
ME. 


\ THESE SWEETS ARE 
POISONED. 


THAT IS 

AN UNKIND 
ACCUSATION. 

NO ONE WOULD 
EVER DO SUCH 

A THING.LEAST 
OF ALL. MY 


PADMAVATI 
TO PROVE HIS WORDS HE THREW A 
SWEET TO A DOG THAT HAPPENED TO. 
PASS” BY 
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THE FRINCE COULD 
HARDLY SPEAK . 


NO. YOU WILL NOT.SHE WAS 

PROMPTED BY JEALOUSY. 
IT WAS HER POSSESSIVE 

LOVE FOR YOU THAT 


THA... THAT 


EVIL WOMAN. MADE HER DO IT. 

| WILL NOT GO SHE WAS AFRAID 
BACK...NO, | WOULD TAKE YOu 
| WILL ©O AWAY FROM HER.. 
BACK AND 


STRANGLE 
THE LIFE 
OUT OF... 


ALONE CAN 
TELL ME 


MAKE HER 
FEEL MORE | 
SURE ABOUT | [es : 
q YOUR LOVE.TAKE| [iq Ms es (ees 
Ya HER AWAY FROM | | Lye 
HERE TO YOUR | fea Ra 
KINGDOM —————— 


1 TELL YOU, 


AS SOON AS YOU SEE 

HER BE VERY CORDIAL. 

THEN WHEN SHE FALLS 
ASLEEP REMOVE HER 
JEWELRY, STRIKE HER. 
ON HER. LEFT FOOT 
WITH THIS TRIDENT,  ——— 2 
AND COME BACK. - M4 jf 

TO ME. 


FRIEND DID 
HE ENJOY ANXIOUS WAS 
| TO COME 
BACK TO YOU. 


THEN HE SUSPECTS 
NOTHING. | AM 
SAVED ! 


IT IS LATE.1 AM 
SLEGPY. LET 
US GO TO 
BED, 


DONE ITS WORK BY NOW. fj 
SOON | SHALL BE THE ONLY 
ONE DEARER TO YOU THAN 4 


SHE 1S ALMOST 
ASLEEP. | MUST 
BE READY. 
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-FADMAVAT! WAS SOON FAST ASLEE. 


REMOVE THE °4 
ORNAMENTS. f 


THEN HE RAISED THE TRIDENT... 


Ee WA CRINGE TSE 


[WITHOUT STOPPING TO LOOK BACK, 
/E RAIN OUT OF THE HOUSE... 


oa 


FIRST, WE WILL 
: | DIS@UISE 
| HAVE DONE ALL Pras Pe cet ie 
| SADHUS.1 AS A 
YOU ASKED ME TO. os ©URU AND YOU 
THESE ARE THE yy & ; AS MY 
ORNAMENTS. NOW Aw, S\ 4 DISCIPLE. 


TAKE THE BUNDLE 
OF JEWELRY. WE 
ARE GOING TO THE 
CREMATION 
GROUNDS. 
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24 CHA 
AT THE CREMATION GROUNDS — \ff 


VE 
| WILL SIT HERE. vw 
YOU GO AND TRY ‘| 

Vg 


TO SELL THE JEWELS 
TO THE GOLDSMITH 
WHO SITS NEAR 

THE PALACE GATES. 4 


WHAT IF 
ANYONE 
SHOULD 
QUESTION 4 
ME? 


“y ‘l, 


‘AS SOON AS THE GOLDSMITH | | HOW DID YOU COME 
OPENED THE BUNDIE- = = = =| | BY THEM 2 VEL. 
WHY THESE, ZgE we | ME THE TRUTH 


ARE THE 
JEWELS 

| MADE FOR. 
PRINCESS 


PADMAVATI ! 


COME, 
LET US 

TELL THE 
KOTWAL.” 


PADMAVATI’S JEWELS. 

HOW DID THEY COME 
INTO YOUR 
POSSESSION ¢ 


THEN HAVE HIM 
ARRESTED TOO 
AND BROUGHT 
HERE .WE WILL TAKE | 
BOTH OF THEM TO § 
His’ MAJESTY, THE 


* AN OFFICER. OF THE LAW. 


ARREST THE MAN 

AND BRING HIM 

TO ME WITH THE 
JEWELS. 


HOW DID 
HE GET 
THEM 2 


| DO NOT 
KNOW. 


YOUR MAJESTY, \ 
THESE TWO 
MEN HAVE IN THEIR 
POSSESSION THE 
YOUNG PRINCESS’ 6 
VEWELS. | 


| MASTER! HOW 
DID THESE 
JEWELS COME 
INTO YOUR. 
HANDS 2 


WITCH ? NO! IT 
| CANNOT BE! 
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ONE NEW-MOON NIGHT A WITCH CAME 

TO ME AT THE CREMATION GROUNDS 
TO PERFECT SOME SPELLS.! TOOK OFF 
HER ORNAMENTS AND LEFT A MARK 
WITH MY TRIDENT ON HER LEFT FOOT. _4 


LOOK 
CAREFULLY 
AT PADMAVATI’S 
LEFT FOOT AND 
SEE IF THERE 
ARE ANY 
1 MARKS ON IT, 


| THERE ARE THREE RED 


MARKS.THEY SEEM TO 


HAVE BEEN MADE BY 
A TRIDENT 


( THEN IT IS TRUE. 
O MY DAUGHTER. 
ys |S A WITCH! 


SY YOU MAY 
¥ GO IN 
NOW. | 


PADMAVATI 


GO AND SEND 
THE SADHU 


IT 1S NOT 

WISE TO 
DIVULGE ONE’S 
INTENTIONS, ' 
ONE’S FINANCIAL 4 


LOSSES AND 

ONE’S FAMILY 
SECRETS.50 | NEED 
NOT TELL ANYONE . 
ABOUT MY DAUGHTER. 


O MASTER, Wl ) SHE 
TELL ME. 


\ } 7 SHOULD BE 
HOW SHOULD : [ BANISHED FROM 
A WICKED Ch | 


7 YOUR KINGDOM, 
WOMAN BE. Eh ae i 
PUNISHED 2 Rap ? 

WHAT DO THE 

SCRIPTURES 

HAVE TO SAY 

ABOUT IT 2 


PLACE PADMAVATI 
IN A PALANQUIN 
AND LEAVE HER. 


IN THE JUNGLES , 


AT THE BORDER 
OF THE 
| KINGDOM 
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B...BUT YOUR. 
MAUESTY..- 
WH-WHAT HAS 


| WANT 
NO QUESTIONS 
ASKED. AND...NO 
ONE SHOULD 
LEARN OF THIS. 


ALAS! WHY 
HAVE | BEEN 
TREATED THUS2 
C/ TRULY, MY FATHER. 
BEARS ME NO LOVE, 
WHY DIDN’T | AGREE 
TO LEAVE THIS PALACE 
AND GO WITH MY 
PRINCE TO HIS KINGDOM? 
WHAT WILL HE 
DO TONIGHT WHEN 
HE. DOES NOT 
SEE ME? 


PADMAVATI 


THE JUNGLE 
AT 1JAST, LEAVE 
THE LITTER 
HERE AND 


ye 
a 


ALAS ! WHA 
WILL 


BECOME 


PREY OF...AH! 
TWO HORSEMEN. 


PADMAVATI ! 


STRANGE 
THINGS 
HAVE 

HAPPENED 
TO ME! 


COME,LET US GO AWAY FROM 
2 THIS CRUEL KINGDOM 
TO THE WARMTH AND 
SHELTER OF MY 
OWN. 


| WILL AGREE TO 
WHATEVER YOU SAVY, 
MY PRINCE. YOU 
ARE MY ONLY 
REFUGE NOW, 


THE PRINCE TOOK HER. 
TO HIS KINGDOM AND 
LIVED HAPPILY EVER. 
AFTER WITH HER. 


FAUMAVATI 


NOW ANSWER MY —- \/{/1| MUST ANSWER..YET THE \ = iA 
QUESTION. REMEMBER , \ MOMENT | SPEAK, THE 
IF YOU KNOW THE VETALA WILL ESCAPE . 
ANSWER. AND YET 
KEEP QUIET,! WILL 
BREAK YOUR HEAD. 
INTO A THOUSAND 
PIECES. WHO IS THE 
GUILTY PERSON? 4 
AND WHY? 


THE KING. FOR 
BANISHING HIS 
DAUGHTER. WITHOUT 
“MAKING SURE OF 
THE FACTS. 


‘THE MOMENT VIKRAMADIT YA BROKE MS & VCE,THE VETALA FLEW 
OFF HIS SHOULDER ... mls 


NEVER. MIND, MY 
@OOD FELLOW. 
| WILL COME 
AFTER. YOu AND 
TAKE YOU RIGHT 
BACK. 


PAN 


ila 


Choose your story from the 

ECHO treasure-house 

of folk and animal lore, 
mythology, historical tales and 
modern Indian stories of mystery 
and adventure, puzzles, 

games and animal tales. 


Amply illustrated and well written, 
ECHO will bring your child 
hours of reading pleasure. 


Over a 100 titles in print. 
Story-time books for children 


From 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE, SECUNDERABAD-3, FOR V.P.P. ORDERS ONLY, OR FOR FREE CATALOGUE. 


PULSE/ECHO 2 


the house of good reading for children 


Actual comparative tests on Britannia 
GLUCOSE D and a leading brand of 
glucose biscuits clearly proved that 
GLUCOSE D is higher in vitamin 
content and overail! nutrition— 

and preferred for its taste, sweetness 
and crispness. Energy-wise, 
GLUCOSE D gives 20% more 
energy than glucose itself! 
Britannia GLUCOSE D—the 
sweet taste of energy! : 


That's why more people have switched to Britannia 
GLUCOSE D than to any other glucose biscuit - 


Britannia biscuits are the best 


LINTAS-BBC. GL. 10-140 


YOUR FAN HAS A 5000-YEAR OLD HISTORY 


India is the world’s 

largest fan market and 
Rallifan is one of the leading 
brands —with table, ceiling, 
pedestal and exhaust 
models. 


| 
| 


Your Rallifan has a glorious past 


and a promising future. 


CLASSICS FO 


poe Ns Ca A ag a 


» 


sPADMAVATI 


A Tale from Vetala Panchavimshati 
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